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OUR WORK. 

^sl"”be gi n. Thursday, April U,h. 

*^, s RlpoRT Christmas, 1903. 

-. r Rible r essons and Tales are very generally excellent. Natural 

CaSb 1 a Thp writing- of the older children of the class shows some 
History g°o Th J ork of p^vious examinations. Inability, from 

Srious causes stated, to carryout regularly and 


C/lss// -Bible Lessons, English History and Roman History-the latter 
especially— are excellent. French History is only fair. Geography and 
Natural History are also very satisfactory. The Arithmetic is only very 
fair* question 2 evidently giving trouble to very many, the children who 
attempted subjects (a) or (b) for Composition did rather badly; whilst 
those who chose subject (c) produced a satisfactory account. The weak 
feature in this class is that so few subjects were submitted for examination. 

Class III.— Bible Lessons, English History, Roman History, Natural 
History and Botany are very good, and the Geography of the majority is ex- 
cellent. French History, although an interesting period was given to study, 
is rather disappointing. English Grammar is very fairly done. Physiology 
is fair. In Arithmetic very many fail to gain high marks because of in- 
accuracy in reckoning, and others because of adopting long methods of 
working out the results. Some allowance, however, is due to beginners 
in this class for the long calculations necessarily involved in the working 
out of the questions. Euclid is only moderate. Almost all the class 
solved the problems set as questions in Practical Geometry without 
offering any proof. Composition generally very good. Latin shows a 
decided advance. 

Class IV . — The work of this class is very pleasing. All the subjects sent 
up for examination are excellent, except Arithmetic, Euclid and Algebra. 
In Arithmetic question 3 was answered correctly by only a very few, and 
some results although correct were either guesswork or arrived at by trial 
and error; question 4 was apparently beyond the power of the majority. 
Ihe Algebra of the few who offered the subject was not very good, and 
Euclid was declined by the majority. Composition very generally excellent. 
There were some very creditable attempts at verse. (Signed) J. B. 

IV. Classe. Les r6sum£s d’Eug^nie Grandet ont dte tout a fait satis- 
iaisants faits d’une maniere intelligente. 

///. Classe. Le resume du general “ Dourakine ” est bien rendu dans 
nenda U ^ S i re ^i° nSeS * ^ sera ^ a souhaiter que les el&ves dcrivissent les no ms 
es , e( r°^ s > ^es pays dont elles lisent l’histoire afin d’en connaitre 


account for some disappointing work in this class. 


Torthographe. Le livre 


a 6ie aprdcid et a amuse les dl&ves ce qui leur a 


Dermic rl« i- A tes eieves ee uai icui ~ 

Ch - «“ p- 

II. Classe sp J f 1USi ?- UrS ^ ves ont ^crit leurs series, hors le travail de la 

rainutesde travail Tfairt" 1611 ! °^ a1 ’ U , eSt mieux d ’ em P lo y er les quelques 

Hire 6crire des mote H ? arler les Aleves. C’est du temps perdu de leur 

/. cC-T»™ i fS ,b t" C °" naiSSent >’<«»o*raph.- 

There has been somo ’ Les parents s °nt juges ! (Signed) J. M. 
efforts have been marl . lmprovemer *t in the German this term. Creditable 

en made in some cases in Class II. (Signed) M. D. 
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Geographical Readers (Stanford) Books’ ^ * re .. w,lhn * to P^t with, 
them at once to Mr. Glaisher SS Hip-h q/ V 1 ° ’ are aslced to send 

r;“4. 8,ad “ 

Thursday (for" “S 0 " Pap6rS WiU not be se "t out till 

SchnZfsGed^chT /ah0n S° cte ty- Subject for March: Selection from 

Florence : Abt Vogk7(B?Znm&. ** MafCh ' ° ld Fidures «• 

C. Agnes Rooper, Hon . See., 

whom ,1, p, n ic„„ ts may G "" S Boum.mou.h, 

Subscriptions, Is. 6 d. for each society, to be paid this month to the 
secretary, Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 


BOOKS. 

f ? n l Mar u E 7 ge ™° rth ' with an introduction by Austin Dobson 
•a d illustrations by Hugh Thomson (Wells, Gardner Darton, 6/-) We 

all know how Amelia Osborne {nee Sedley) sold her Indian shawl and 
ran to , Darton s shop in St. Paul’s Churchyard and there purchased The 
l arents Assistant and the Sand ford and Merton Georgy longed for ” and 
flow, as she was carrying the books to place them on George’s table, 
“the gilt bindings of the seven handsome little volumes caught the old 
•ladys (her mother’s) eye,” and how there was a grand fracas. History 
repeats itself, and again from “Darton’s shop” we get tales from The 
Parent's Assistant , fresh and delightful as ever, a fitting birthday gift for 
many a George and Lucy. An introduction from Mr. Austin Dobson 
Las, of course, the right literary flavour. Perhaps, after all, we do owe 
something to Mr. Edgeworth. His insistence on “the bare skeleton” 
may have done something to produce the narrative skill and the clear 
characterisation, which, as Mr. Dobson says, make Miss Edgeworth’s 
tales for children fully as delightful to their elders. Here we have the 
best known of the old favourites, Lazy Lawrence , Simple Susan , The 
Orphans , Waste not, Want not , and others, thirteen in all. The illustra- 
tions by Mr. Hugh Thomson are very delightful, gems of characterisation. 

The Children's Book of London , by G. E. Metton (A. & C. Black). 
Another children’s book about London. We cannot have too many, for 
London is an inexhaustible theme, and an author who co-operated with 
Sir Walter Besant in producing The Fascination of London writes with 
-authority. Book I. treats of London as it is, including its streets and 
shops, odds and ends, the King’s palaces, and other matters. Book II. 
■contains historical stories of Sir Thomas More, Lady Jane Grey, King 
Edward V., and more. Book III. deals with the sights of London, in 
which the Tower of London and the Zoological Gardens play a large 
part. Mr. Williamson’s coloured illustrations are eftective. The book is 
written with the sort of ease and intimacy with the subject which 
will win the confidence of young readers. 
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books. 


. , „ „ „ ud others, by Ann and Jane Joy lor and Adelaide 

The Original Poem 6 /_). Here we have another treat from 

O'Keeffe (Wells, Gardne , • & CO ) in t he shape of a centenary 

Messrs. Wells, Gardne , T j )at £ y. Lucas edits and Mr. F. D. 

edition of the Original 0 • . to the lovers of Ann aim 


, \u„ volume gives confidence to the lovers of Ann and 

Bedford l l “ stra e ® he h de]igh tful introduction we have portraits of Ann 
Jane Taylor. In ■ * * f Jane confirming her sister’s words, “I can 

and Jane, the ^ a j ways the saucy, lively, entertaining little 

remember tha J g re production of the portrait of the two young 

Ss in the National Gallery. It is interesting to consider how far the 
young generation of the pre-Victorian era, as we as the early Victorian,, 
nractically brought up upon the poems of these two gifted sisters;. 

* . . _ ^ _ r « An limr ir» rJavfnl nr in cjnrinnQ 


were 


poems which had the secret of appealing, in playful or in serious vein,, 
to the conscience, as well as to the sense of the ludicrous m children. 
Little boys and girls who learnt their Original Poems were aware, not 
only in matters of right and wrong, but in questions of public opinion;, 
they could not unconsciously make spectacles of themselves. We 
commend the volume to parents. 

Turkish Li/e in Town and Country, by L. M. Garnett (Newnes, 3/6).. 
Like all the volumes of the Our Neighbours series, this on Turkish 
Life is before all things interesting. One would like to know the 
editor’s secret for discovering persons to write upon each country 
who have the capacity for, and experience of, intimacy with that country. 
Like the other volumes, too, this is full of surprises. We need read no 
further than page 10 to discover that a Turkish woman has, as a wife, 
uncontrolled disposal and possession of her own property, and can 
will it away as she chooses, can sue or be sued, independently of her 
husband, and can sue or be sued by him. It appears it is Turkish ladies 
who buy numbers of Circassian slaves as children, and train them up 
with all indulgence and various accomplishments to womanhood — 
when an Osmanli marries one of these slaves by choice, as being less 
encumbered by conditions than an Osmanli maiden ! We wonder has 
Miss Garnett’s intimacy with Turkish ways made her the least bit of 
a partisan ? Any way, the details regarding Turkish life and thought 
are extremely interesting. 

The Schoolmaster's Year Book (Swan, Sonnenschein, 5/-). The School- 
master's Year Book has come to stay, and with regard to the right name 
or it, why does not the editor disclose his own? Then we could say, 
Th °° ^ * n ^°k’ nson (?)”as now we say, “Look it up in Crockford.” 

l 9 oo SC ° Pe 5 thC volume is s 'mply amazing. There is a list of some 
’ , , SeC ,° n ar y spools for boys, with various statistics of fees, numbers, 
written aniT’ etC ’ p> *°S ra ph i ca l details of some 9,000 masters, and a well 
bv evervnn C0 ™P re ® ns i ve review of the year which should be studied 
Act and the" 10 '| V1S ies to keep up with the progress of the Education 
the administr P 't° ein / ° f secondar y education. An able summary of 
Who w"h .o f 5 “ondary education is a real boon to persons 

of f 'Z Tt'l Wha ' has *"* <1°“' “" d ' r the 

interesting bibliograDhv of d “ catlon d “ rill 6 the past year. There is an 
other information ” P ^ educational books and magazines and “much 


raj,.. THK “ PR ” letter bag. 

* ,each " 

"ave ^ZT£ti? e sS: 

greater part of the work, while ’the pupils’ ° ften d ° ne the 

At the same time, and especiallv in cni k* S haVG remained inactive, 
and History, I think th^the or'? SUbjeCtS aS Geo S ra P h y. Literature 
right teaching For after all the esso, ‘ ls indispensable adjunct to 
important factor in educatfon LTf J ° f the teacher is a " densely 
mouth is much « 

conveyed merely by means of the printed page. H ' S 

hJ wu” 1 mUSt n0t be a subs titute for books; rather should it 

break the ground and prepare the way for the right use of books Buf in 

this matter everything depends on the parent or teacher and iust as the 

cTs om S rstt eCame d faShi0nable ° Wing t0 the reaction ’against the old 
custom of setting a dry passage from a dull book to be learned by heart 

of education™^ ^ ° D WHat iS really a " indi spensable mean^ 

With apologies for occupying so much of your space. 

Yours faithfully, 

C L. Thomson, 


Examiner in English Literature to the Central Welsh Board 
Joint- Principal of the Kensington Gardens School. 

63, Kensington Gardens, Hyde Park Square, W. 

December 1 8th, 1903. 

[We are sorry that want of space has compelled us to hold over Miss 
C. L. Ihomson s letter so long. We value this lady’s opinion because she 
has given us, through the press, various proofs of the fact that she herself 
loves books. But, has every teacher who gives an oral lesson the necessary 
literary power ? Does the ‘‘personality of the teacher ” conduce to a love 
of books, or to a love of the teacher and her “ lovely lessons’’ ? And, this- 
is the real question at issue, do oral lessons create a book-hunger, or do 
they not lead to a dependence upon lectures ? We hold with the writer 
that “ the oral lesson is an indispensable adjunct to right teaching.” The 
point is, shall oral lessons or books play th z principal part in the work of 
our schools ? We shall be glad of a further discussion of this subject. — Ed.] 


Dear Editor, — I have read with much pleasure and sympathy the 
paper on “The Education of Children in True Religion and Worship,” in 
the January number of this review. But are not the passages recom- 
mending the attendance of children at the Holy Communion, Children’s 
Eucharists, and Prayers for the Dead, out of place in the Parents' Revieit\ 
which does not, I think, undertake to publish the extreme views of any 
religious party or sect, even from the pen of a devout and thoughtful writer ? 


